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Time has flown by!  One year ago, St. Francis Xavier Parish celebrated the groundbreaking ceremony for    

several of the capital campaign projects.  Since then, we have seen a flurry of activity.  Dozens of people 

with amazing God-given talents joined forces to produce: 

 A renovated Joyce Hall with bright lighting and finishes, partitioned spaces, and acoustical              

 enhancements (you will really have to listen to hear any basketball bouncing!); 

 A renewed gym with a no-dead-spot-wood-floor, and new heating ducts which allowed for a 

 higher ceiling (maybe volleyballs hit the ceiling 50% fewer times?!); and 

 Enhanced safety of our campus with security cameras and completion of the first phase of our 

 fire alarm system, which pinpoints the location of the alarm that has activated within the 

 Education Building. 

And….Unity Hall – a beautiful gathering space for our community!  I could describe it here, but you    

really need to see it in person in order to fully appreciate it.  Father Bill Stenzel visited the parish a few 

weeks ago and told me that it looks like Unity Hall has always been a part of the church. 

As we noted in our Spring 2016 newsletter, “construction involves surprises.” Additional improvements to 

our facilities were done during the project that simply made sense.  Specifically: 

 The east window well of the Education Building was decaying and would have been replaced in 

 up coming years.  It made sense to do it with the new accessible ramp going in ($47,000). 

 The subfloor of the gym was not level (not a surprise) but the fix was more complicated than 

 expected ($54,000). 

 Repair of the paint in the west transept of the church’s ceiling was completed while the west 

 transept was already experiencing noise/mess from the Unity Hall breakthrough in that  

 area ($36,000). 

Also, recall that we put on a new roof over the north area of the Education Building, using parish savings  

- not Capital Campaign funds ($177,000). 

During this month of June, SFX will celebrate the dedication of Unity Hall and enjoy a celebration of all 

the campus renovations.  In addition, we will honor Father John for leading us                                                             

through the campaign and construction, and give him our best wishes for a                                                            

peace-filled retirement.  Thanks to all of you and God bless you for your                                                             

support of Father John and St. Francis Xavier Parish! 

Jennifer Zeisloft 

Business Manager  



 

 

A HEART-FELT  

THANK YOU 

From Father John and the Capital Campaign Steering Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OVER 900 FAMILIES CONTRIBUTED 

TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

TO THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN! 

Future Generations of  Parishioners 

 will surely bless you for your Stewardship of  our Parish! 
 

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 

as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 

  First Peter 4:10 

 
 

 



Next Phase 

We are not done yet!  We are in Year Three of our Five Year Campaign.  Still to come in the next two 

years: 

 West end gym renovations, including accessible bathrooms 

 Additional fire alarm upgrades throughout our campus, required by the Village of LaGrange 

 Audio Visual upgrades in Joyce Hall and the gym 

In addition, we are exploring the possibility of removing the existing garage and replacing it with                   

a storage unit. 

Financial Update 

In the Spring 2016 newsletter, we estimated that 

the entire project would cost $3.6 million.  As of  

the writing of this newsletter, we are expecting    

the project to cost between $3.8 and $3.9 million.  

The cost overrun is due to the additional work 

done as described on page 1 of this newsletter, as 

well as  increases in construction costs.  For all who 

have pledged to the capital campaign – please  

continue to satisfy your pledges.  We would not be 

where  we are today without your generosity and          

commitment.  For those families who have yet to 

make a pledge, we encourage your participation of 

time, talent, or treasure to be part of this special gift to future generations of SFX parishioners.  A 

pledge form is included in this newsletter. 

In order to complete Unity Hall this spring, SFX borrowed approximately $75,000 from the Archdiocese 

of Chicago.  This loan will be repaid with pledge payments as we receive them over the next few years. 

Future pledge payments of almost $300,000 will   

be used to continue to honor our financial         

commitment to St. Agatha Parish.  This year, 

three students who are members of St. Agatha 

Parish continued their Catholic education at    

Children of Peace Catholic School or Nazareth 

Academy, utilizing the income from the              

endowment set up with our parish’s contributions 

to date (about $450,000). 

 
 




